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MORE CEMENT PANELLING 
This winter the restoration project was the fireplace in the long draw- 
ingroom. The original plan of the architect was to take down the Victo- 
rian fireplace and install the 18th century mantel we had bought to put 
in the Washington room, and mount the panelling which had been removed 
from aforesaid room. Nothing here ever goes as planned. With the remo- 
val of the marble mantel and the course of bricks which went to the ceil- 
ing, cement panelling, painted buttermilk red, was found above the fire- 
place opening, and what seemed at first to be a fireplace raised twenty 
inches above the level of the floor. To our architect, Robert Carter, 
this posed a problem, for he had never heard of such a thing except in 
very early English houses, and then in the kitchen. When the rubble was 
cleared away so one could peer behind the plaster walls, it was found 
that the cement panelling went across the end wall, to what had been a 
cupboard on the extreme right and filled up with bricks, and to the cor- 
ner on the left. What else was found, was that the cement stopped very 
abruptly twenty inches above the floor. 


This immediately cleared away the problem for Mr. Carter, and explained 
the skeleton construction in the cellar. The fireplace had not had a 
raised hearth, Dr. Nathaniel S. Perkins had had the whole floor removed 
and replaced tweraty inches lower. It must have been a difficult job, 
for it entailed removing all partitions, stones from the outside walls 
to make the windows lower and the same with the doors. At least it ex- 
plains the ramp from the front door to the level of the hall floor. It 
elso meant the ground in back of the house had to be dug out to bring 

it down to the level of the back hall door, and explains the sunken oval 
of the driveway and the mound on which the welle-house stands. Stairways 
to the second and third floors were changed at the same time. Even in 
1845-6, it would have been expensive. The partitions of the rooms on 
the first floor were put back in tne same place where they had been orie- 
ginally, for the cement panelling shows that it had never gone any fur- 
ther. 


The mason and carpenter were horrified at the prospect before them, at 
first, but after soul-searching, came up with the remark "What you want, 
we can do.'' And they did. The family motto of both of them should be 
‘Tt shall contrive". The mason chipped more of the stone wall from the 
bed of the fireplace, lowered the jambs, set new iron lintels to sup=- 
port the brickwork above, set the old fireback, built a hearth out of 
old brick, and chipped away some of the stone wall below the original 
cement panelling so he could manage to lay cement on it, and then even 
made panels in it to bring the panelling to the floor. The carpenter 
somehow managed to finish the cupboard so it is now a cupboard. Did 
anyone know you could nail boards to stone? Four inches of ceiling had 
to be made where the plaster wall used to be, the floor had to be ex- 
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tended, side walls had to be filled in with plaster and papered to meet 
the cement, bevelled frame had to be made for tle brick hearth,one thing 
after another. We even used the mantel that we had not usé@d in the bed- 
room upstairs. The cement walls led not had mantels originally, but we 
felt we needed one in the drawingroom, and it fits beautifully. The end 
result is lovely and looks absolutely right. That whole wall has been 
painted the gold of the rest of the woodwork with the inside of the cup- 
board a light red. 


Meanwhile, upstairs work was going on at the same time. Tiles had been 
bought for the Washington room and were installed, and a hearth made out 
of old bricks. (By the time all the bricks had been removed from the 
former cupboard downstairs, we had enough old bricks to build a thousand 
hearths). Having cut holes in the plaster of the fireplace wall in the 
office and discovered more cement panelling there, it was felt that just 
doing that one wall wouldn't prove too costly, so that fireplace and wall 
came down. This wall was a little different in color at least. Rails 
and stiles of the panelling were the same buttermilk red as the wall in 
the bedroom and as the one in the drawingroom had been. But the panels 
themselves were a horrible orange=brown. It was a color combination that 
did not cry out for repetition. However, when the whitewash had been 
brushed off, it was seen that the panels had been grained, which put the 
color conbination in a different light. So with Mr. Carter's approval, 
it was done over the same way. This was: was in better condition than 
the other two had been, as was the fireplace. Unfortunately this time 
the fireback was gone, though you could see the outline. There were 
also definite outlines of tiles on the face, and fragments of them were 
under the black slate hearth. Here too a brick hearth was built, and 

in time, when we can get them, this fireplace will be tiled, but with 
mulberry tiles, not blue. And in time too, the rest of the room will be 
done to match that wall. 


MEANWHILE, the plumber had been installing a lavatory on the first floor 
in.the big closet just outside the diningroom door, in the quarters. And 
even such a simple thing was not easy. Stone had to be removed from the 
wall for installation of a ventilator fan, a window into the hall had to 
be removed and blocked up, goodness only knows what the plumber went 
through to get the drains at the proper slant and through a 3-foot stone 
foundation. But it is done, and it is something that the place has been 
needing for years. 


Then we cleaned up the house and opened for business. 


It all sounds so easy on paper, but oh me, WHAT A WINTER? 


GOOD NEWS FROM THE IRS 


With all the new regulations of the Inéernal Revenue Service, it has 
meant that the treasurer has spent several days in the last few months, 
going over records of holdings, income, expenditures, etc., with a re= 
presentative from that worthy department. So many of the new laws mean 
headaches and finally payment of taxes for one thing or another, but the 
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other day we received notification from the department that we are retai- 
ning our tax-free status. 


MORE GOOD NEWS 


We have been fortunate in finding a young man who will take care of the 
grounds, keep shrubbery pruned, grass mowed, and the other things that 
are required. If only it wouldn't rain on the days when he is supposed 
to work here, we would be happy. It took two months for him to find 
enough clear days so he could prune lilacs and clear out brush, before 
the work on the grass had to begin. 


APPRAISAL 


The contents of the house have been reappraised for insurance purposes, 
at long last. With values spiralling upwards, it is essential we have 

a more realistic coverage. It is most fortunate Fine Arts Policies do 
not demand the premiums regular insurance would, for the value of some 
of the items is really unbelievable. Other things that may Look valu- 
able have turned out, with close examination, to be made over or changed 
from the original, so the value is minor and hasn't gone up since the 
former appraisal six or seven years ago. It is an education in itself. 


HISTORY REPEATED 

To the Merchants of the United S. 
The merchants of the United States, trading to the island of Cuba, are 
hereby informed, that in consequence of the late orders from the court of 
Spain, the governor of the Havannah has ordered all the ports of the is- 
land to beshut against foreign vessels, although neutral; which order was 
enforced by the governor of Trinidad, on the 5th of June ult. 
(Connecticut Gazette, July 15, 1801) © 


ACCESSIONS 


Account book, 1792-1816, kept by William Starr, Groton - Gift of Mrs. 
Lawrence Verry, Mystic 

Dress and bonnet, ca. 1880 - Gift of Mrs. William Fallstick,Medford,N.J. 

New London tax list, 1796, giving names of those in all the businesses 
in town - Gift of Zeke Liverant, Colchester 

Families of Standish of Standish, by F.L.Weis - Gift of Mrs.W.R.Frisbie 

Bourne Families of Ireland by Mary Strange - Gift of author 

Doll's pewter teaset, horn and brass powder horn,toy tin baking pan, 
early copper and iron scale, steel spectacles in case, small brass & 
iron scale in box, iron toy= horse and wagon with driver, iron toy = 
gig and trotter with driver - Gift of Peter Horton, Californie 

Shepard families of New England, G.F.Shepard, comp. = Bought by Soc. 
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Preston in R view, pub. by Preston Hist. Soc. - Bought by Soc. 

18th century brass andirons - Bought by Soc. 

18th century maple case of drawers for Washington room - Bought by soc. 
Queen Anne corner chair - Bought by Soc. 

Early ladder-back armchair - Loaned by Mrs. James E. Maher 


We were saddened to hear about the sudden death last September, of Lawrence 
Verry, whose wife gave us the Wn. Starr account book listed above. Mr. Verry, 
-probably not known to many of you, was a good friend of the Society and gave 
us invaluable help on more than one occasion. 


HOUSE TOURS AND MEETINGS 


Lisbon-Canterbury Hist. Society is sponsoring a tour of a dozen early houses 
in various stages of preservation, including the Prudence Crandall house, 

on Sunday, May 21, 1972, from 1-5 P.M. Admission $2.50, tickets available 
at any house. 


-Noank Historical Society is having a tour of homes, on June 1, 1972, from 
l-4 P.M., donation $2.50. | 


Conn. League of Historical Societies is having its May meeting on May ZU 
1972, with Stamford Genealogical Society the host, at Lawn Club, 193 Whitney 
Avenue.* Bring a box lunch, coffee is served. Robert Decker, author of our 
new History of New London is speaker, his subject the maritime history of 
New London. | 


* New Haven 
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